
          User Guide to “Find 
     Journals by Title” 
      

 
 

Search Basics 
 

The “Find Journals by Title” link from the Library home page opens a 
searchable index of all the newspapers, magazines, and journals with full-text articles 
available through either the Library’s print or online subscriptions.   
 

If you know exactly how the publication’s title begins, use the default “Title 
begins with” search, omitting any initial “A,” “An,” or “The.” 

 

 
 

 
 
(Enter enough of the title to make the name distinctive--there are 22 titles that begin 
Journal of Business  . . .)  
 

If you are certain of only some of the words in the publication title, use the “Title 
contains all words” search. 
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The “Title contains all words” search can also be used to retrieve every 
publication with your topic keyword(s) in the title.  For example, searching on “organic 
chemistry”-- 

 
--alerts you to 13 full-text journals on that subject: 
 

             

   
etc.  
 
 

Browsing: the Good and the Bad 
 

“Find Journals by Title” allows you to browse broad subject categories of full text 
journals: 
 

 
 
This can be a useful way to scan the breadth of resources in a discipline. 
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“Find Journals by Title” also allows you to scroll through an alphabetical list of 
all its journals: 
 

 
 
Be aware that this database provides access information for tens of thousands of journals.  
Trying to scroll and click your way to a particular title is much less efficient than entering 
one of the Title searches described above. 
 
 

How to Read What You Retrieve 
 
Once you have located a full-text journal, read the access information carefully: 

 

 
 

If a journal is available only in print, you will need to check the date span of the 
Library’s subscription to know which issues are available.  Click on the link and open the 
Library catalog record for this journal: 

 
 
 

Check the “Library Has” line for the beginning—and sometimes the end—dates 
for the Library’s print subscription.  If the subscription is currently ongoing, there will 
also be a date for the “Most Recent Issue.” 

 
Online access to the full text of a journal, when it’s available, may come from 

more than one of the Library’s subscription databases.  In that case, each database may 
offer access for a different date span: 
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Here the General OneFile database gives access to full text for fewer than 2 
years, while JSTOR provides 16 years but stops at the end of 2003.  Only Sage Sociology 
provides full text coverage up to the present. 
 

For some journals you will notice that full text access always stops at a set 
distance from the present—3 months, 6 months, 1 year: 

 

 
 
This indicates that the journal has a policy to “embargo” or retain exclusive possession of 
its content for a set period of time after it is published. 
 
 

Research Tip 
 

     Keep the possibility of an embargo period in mind when you find that the most recent 
articles from a particular journal are not available full text.  Below is the results page 
from a search on “youth” and “social participation” in the SocINDEX database: 
 

 
 

These first 3 citations are all for articles from the same journal: Journal of 
Community Psychology.  Clicking the “Find Full-Text” links under these citations 
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searches for them across all of the Library’s subscription databases.  In all 3 cases the 
response is “No Full-Text Found For This Article.”   

This might lead you to conclude that there is no full text access to this very 
promising-sounding journal.  But remember the possibility that the most recent issues are 
under an embargo and check for complete coverage information in “Find Journals by 
Title”: 

 
Here you discover that articles from this journal are unavailable only for the 

previous 6 months, before which full text is accessible back to 1989.     
 
 

Haven’t We Met? 
 
 If the “Find Journals by Title” displays have looked familiar, it is probably 
because you have accessed something similar in the course of a database search--
whenever you tried to link to the full text of an article from a citation: 
 

 
 
Whether it displays as “Find Full-Text,” a green arrow, or both, this is the same database 
we have been searching above.  If the full text of an article can be retrieved from any of 
the Library’s subscription databases, it links to those databases—and sometimes to the 
article itself: 
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