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This worksheet will help you to brainstorm on keywords, create a search strategy, and consider an array of sources to search. 



1. Choose a research topic / story idea and circle the keywords:
Ex.  FIAT has a new ad featuring Jennifer Lopez. I’ll report on the anticipated success of the new campaign by Fiat in the US.
2.  Consider the key words you’ve circled.  Are there broader, narrower or related terms that can be searched? Write down these alternative keywords and use them to write a search strategy.  Like terms are ORd together. 

KEYWORDS: 
Ex.   Commercial, advertisement, FIAT, lopez, JLo
FORM A SEARCH STRATEGY:  
Ex.  (FIAT or Cabrio) and (commercial or advertis!) and (lopez or Jlo)
3. What are the subjects of the terms? Write down 1 or 2 subjects and corresponding databases. Subjects can be: art, business, politics, science, etc.

Ex. SUBJECT: Business                    DATABASE: Business Source Premier

1.  SUBJECT:



SELECT THIS DATABASE:

2.  SUBJECT:



SELECT THIS DATABASE:  

4. Consider how you can use a variety of sources for your story idea.  If you’re not sure, consult with Cathy.

Ex.  Encyclopedia / Company info:  Background on FIAT
      Website:  FIAT’s company website / YouTube page
      Business Information:  News from trade industry publications
     Newspapers and transcripts:  What is FIATs history in the U.S? Is there new information on the wires?
TYPES OF SOUCES NEEDED:

	TYPES OF RESOURCES
	EXAMPLES OF SPECIFIC RESOURCES 

	       REFERENCE
	Encyclopedia Britannica Online,  World Almanac (Reference Desk),  

	BOOKS
	Library’s catalog,  ebrary, WorldCat

	       JOURNAL ARTICLES
	 Academic Search Premier, Proquest,  Academic OneFile

	BIOGRAPHICAL RESOURCES
	Biography in Context (online)

	WEBSITES:
Organizational & governmental information
	Thomas (legislation) http://thomas.loc.gov/
Policy Archive: (think tanks): http://www.policyarchive.org/

	LEGAL RESOURCES
	LexisNexis  case law, codes, law reviews

	BUSINESS RESOURCES
	ABI Inform,  Business Source Premier, Business & Co. Resource Center

	NEWSPAPERS &

TRANSCRIPTS
	LexisNexis (national and international news & transcripts)

SPECIALTY  (Ethnic Newswatch, Alternative Press Index, Genderwatch)

HISTORY (New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Facts.com
LOCAL  (Ithaca Journal,  The Ithacan)

PHOTOJOURNALISM (AP Photo & Multimedia Archive, Prelinger Archive)

	STATISTICS AND POLLS


	Statistical Abstract of the United States
Polling the Nations
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