
SIC/NAICS Codes 
 

1. What are they? 

 
 Numerical system to identify what goods a company makes or services that they offer.  

 Companies usually have more than one code assigned to them. 

 Primary codes   best describe what a company does and their main business. 

 Secondary codes describe all the other types of goods or services a company may be involved in. 
 
S.I.C. –Standard Industrial Classification System –uses 4 digit numbers. Older system still widely used by 
various print and online directories.  Weak in that it is not always specific enough with descriptions of the 
industries that they are in. 
 
N.A.I.C.S. –North American Industrial Classification System- uses 6 digit numbers.  More specific  in 
descriptions of industries especially in areas of technology, Internet, e-commerce, etc. 
 
2. Finding Descriptions of the Codes Either by Keywords/Text or by Number 

 
Go to the following sites to look up the codes assigned to the industry that you are interested in. 
S.I.C. Code site   http://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sicsearch.html 
N.A.I.C.S. Code site    http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/index.html 
 
An example follows below from the SIC code site: We are searching for “soft drinks”. 

 
 
 
 
Thus the SIC code is 2086 
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An example is as follows: 
 

 
 
The same search under NAICS yields the following: 
 

 
 
 

 
Thus 312111 is the NAICS code 
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