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fans & fandom
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the letters column



Section of a comic book where reader letters (to the 
publisher or the editor) appear - letter columns, 
letter pages, letters to the editor, letters of comment

Target Comics #6, published by Novelty Press in 
1940

The first DC comic to include a letters column was 
Real Fact Comics #3 (July 1946)

Early letter columns tended to be fan letters from 
younger readers - simplistic questions (where 
Superman put his Clark Kent clothes when he was 
in costume)
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Letter columns came into their prime in the 1960s, when 
readers' letters became longer and the discussions more 
sophisticated

Important differences between DC & Marvel letter 
columns:

DC rarely printed the entire letter (much more selective 
in what they published) - editors referred to readers as 
“them”

Marvel published letters in their entirety - letters were 
often critical or offered detailed suggestions - editors 
were inclusive, referring to readers as “us” or “we”
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The Brave and the Bold #35 (1961)

DC Editor Julius Schwartz decided to publish the full name 
and address of letter writers

Created a sense of community among readers - many 
became pen pals or organized meet ups

Precursor to the comic fan community website
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BUILDING FAN COMMUNITY



READER PARTICIPATION
Publishers took advantage of the letter columns to solicit feedback & suggestions from 
readers

Fans were asked to weigh in on a character’s uniform changes or submit their own uniform 
designs - the winning entry actually becoming the character’s new costume

For team books like The Avengers or Justice League, fans were asked which characters 
should become permanent members, team leaders, or kicked off the team
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“We don't score hits with every issue. Sometimes a story has flaws or just 
doesn't come up to snuff. Which is why your letters are so valuable to us 
in producing these comments. . . . So don't let anybody tell you your 
letters aren't important, people. They are vital to these magazines.”

Len Wein (Powerman #24, April 1975)
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LETTERHACKS
For many fans, having a letter printed was a badge of honor — especially if it was in one of 
the more high-profile letters pages

Fans whose letters were published regularly became well-known throughout the industry by 
virtue of their letters - became mini celebrities in their own right

A small number of these Letterhacks actually parlayed their letter writing success into a 
career in the industry (Kurt Busiek, Ralph Macchio)
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the fan community



marvel speaks to fans
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BULLPEN BULLETIN
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the creator site
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THE CONVENTION



Fan conventions (“cons”) date back to the mid/late 
1930s - First World Science Fiction Convention in 
1939

Informal (non-commercial) comic fan “meet-ups” - 
often facilitated by letters columns

Detroit Triple-Fan Fair - first commercial comic 
book convention (organized by Shelton Dorf in the 
mid 1960s)

Golden State Comic Book Convention - August 1st, 
1970 (also organized by Shelton Dorf) 

Basement of the U.S. Grant Hotel in San Diego - 
attracted a modest 300 attendees
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_World_Science_Fiction_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_World_Science_Fiction_Convention
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San Diego Comic-Con



WHY ARE CONVENTIONS IMPORTANT?
(for the development of fandom)
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Fan - Creator Interaction
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Panels, the New Letters Page
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Cup ‘O Joe



THE LCS
building comic culture, locally
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the local comic shop


